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I am delighted to have been invited to provide the guest foreword for the 2013 Volume of the
International Review of Law.
Qatar University College of Law, particularly its Dean and staff, are committed to ensuring that the
institution provides a platform for constructive exchange of views on topical legal issues. It has been
my pleasure since opening the first Barristers’ Chambers in Qatar in 2008, and regularly being in Doha,
to witness the law faculty embrace the opportunities presented to teachers and students alike by
comparative law study.
In addition to the faculty organising regular seminars and conferences on subjects of practical
significance, such as international arbitration, energy law and environmental law, the Review provides
a valuable opportunity for legal scholars from all over the world to share their understanding and
experience. After all, it is only by studying different systems of law, (or engaging in practice which
exposes one to different systems of law as I have been fortunate to benefit from), that one appreciates
that all legal systems suffer from imperfections. The true test of any legal system is its ability to engage
in critical and constructive self-assessment on a regular basis, as well as being receptive to well
meaning input from others interested in promoting a strong legal system.
A quick perusal of the contents list of International Review of Law reflects the success of Qatar
University College of Law in establishing the position of this legal journal as a source of learning on a
wide variety of issues.
This Volume contains articles on civil disputes, specifically construction related mediation and claims
involving maritime vessels (which developed in the ancient admiralty jurisdiction of the English
Courts). There are articles on international law and regulation – in the realms of telecommunications
privacy issues, and energy transmission. Corporate liability under the US Alien Tort Statute is examined
in one article, and there are articles on medical law and ethics. One must not overlook the significance
of Islamic law, and the vital need for greater scholarly endeavour in this regard. Shari’ah law is
addressed in two separate articles concerning divorce and “end of life” medical treatment.
I look forward to reading future volumes of International Review of Law, which I am sure will continue
to address significant subjects and thereby contribute to legal learning and debate.
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